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25X1X7 The latest estimate by is that a major assault 
on Dien Bien Phu will occur by 5 April. The Viet Minh is expected to 
take advantage of the dark of the moon, and the period of greatest 


darkness will begin on 2 April. 

Viet Minh forces there apparently have completed most of their 
preparations for an attack, 'rrenches have approached to within 50 


yards of some French positions and now form a maze completely around 

is ^irti 


the central complex. Strongpoint Isabelle to the south is^irtuaily^ 

■>,.C'JMENTN0. ... 

surrounded by this trench system. no change in class, u 
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Our arsiy attache is Hanot reports, that recent pfeotos show 




resent .©ntrenciifflesits on a f ar greater scale and . Much . closer than 


those around Gabriel le and Beatrice prior to the enemy’s successful 
25X1Cattacks there. ^ significant 

close-in artillery and mortar positions. 

Although every indication points to an Imminent attack. General 


Navarre has suggested the possibility that the ene®y ®ay choose 
instead a prolonged "smothering action." In this case, continued 
artillery and mortar harassment of the French positions could he 
expected, together »ith intensified efforts to prevent French use of 
the airstrip and disrupt supply and the evacuation of the wounded. 
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Me a D wh l i e , 

troops — presMi^ receot recruits which ha4 b©«ft uprterfoing 
training— are aovlng froa the southwest and north of the ToalEin 
ielta to reinforce at Bien Bien Phu. Their arrival there would 

raise enemy strength to about 47 , 500 . The largest group, 10,000 
aen who supposedly started from Thanh Hoa, may mahe slow progress 
because of heavy rains. 
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The Viet Minh i« cofitinuiaR to »ove supplies into 


a 


Phu area. The most recent French estimate of the enemy »s over- all 
supply situation was that of 13 March, when it was ^lieyed 
sufficient supplies were present to support 50,000 men for two months 
Since then, the Viet Minh reportedly has replaced the 4,000 rounds of 
IQSmm artillery ammunition expended through 25 March, and the French 
have information that the enemy has requested medical supplies for 


the naonth of May . 

The problem of evacuating French casualties grows more serious 
daily. The daily rate of wounded is about 70. Some of the casualties 
are ambulatory and can be treated locally, but the rate of seriously 


WOl 

there 


d still exceeds evacuation capabilities, and at last report 
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were 90 cases requiring u rgpxi^ipuat i on . 
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25X1 C 



his radio 


appeals to the Viet Mliih for 


safe pass age for ambulahoe planes will be honored. 

the eneeiy hopes thus to make bin yield for humanitarian reasons, but 


25X1 C 


he states that even 3,000 casualties would not make him do so. 

A French Onion force of about 5,000 troops Is now engaged In a 
clearlnr Mission in the valleys north of Luang Prabang. Although their 
primary missloh is against Viet Minh guerrilla forces in this area, it 
is possible that some link-up could eventually be made with the 
defenders at DienBienPhu. 


Our service attaches in Saigon stated on 26 March their combineci 

opinion as of that date Was that the French can and will hold at Dien 
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asd: imre In a good posltion,_ aBd tliat tM' 0 ir . \- 

margin of superiority when the attack cane would be in air support. 

They pointed oat , however , that good flying weather reKaiDed an 
important factor. 

i " ' - ' : ■ . 

delta , 

ail oajor Viet Minh units former ly outside the defense perlneterfeaye 
now infiltrated. This would bring Viet Minh regular strength there to 
about 20^000, whereas several weeks ago it was in the neighborhood 
of 13,000. In addition, an estinated 55,000 irregular troops are there, 
whose quality and capabilities often approach those of the regulars . 
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- * Tb® rail and tiighwftir c5^raiiyfl:ions between Haiphong and Hanoi - 
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have been a «a4|r taxget in recent weeks and the flow of supplies has #%! 


bees ser iously disrupted . The 


in Hanoi 25X1X7 


'oelieves that a »aJor attempt on these facilities will coincide with 
an assault on Dlen Bien Phu. Ambushes of French Union troops are a 
daily rout ine> and these with other guerrilla and sabotage tactics 
are expected to increase* 

In central Laos/ the French operation to clear and reoccupy areas 
rgicently overrun by the Yiet Minh has resulted in little contact thus 


25X1 Afar. 


with the object of 


r#occupying the coastal strip which has been in Viet Minh hands since 
1S45, is continuing With steady but unspectacular success. SIsewhere 


xa I ndo- 
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